CTSA POD Call June 2, 2026 | 12:00 PST

Attendees:
Dan Cooper, UC Irvine
Eric Vilain, UC Irvine
Andria Meyer UC Irvine
Nancy Pandhi, University of New Mexico
Ashley Kapron, University of Utah
Rachel Hess, University of Utah
Tong Sun, University of Washington
Molly Belinski, UC San Francisco
Janine Higgins, University of Colorado
Sally Radovick, University of Arizona
Carla Cordovam University of New Mexico
Ron Sokol, University of Colorado

Agenda and Minutes:

1. Demo of an AI assistant made to help CTSI faculty and staff and institutional collaborators get to know the new CTSI grant (Molly Belinski).
Discussion on using customized Chat GPT to examine your grant and parameters to put in place for source material. Utilization of institutional Chat that does not feed into Chat. 
2. NCATS shift in K12 policy. NCATS is not approving K12 appointments if the faculty have submitted an independent K, unless they submit in the last year of the K12. For instance, we have a 2nd year K12 who submitted a K23 in March and is supposed to start year 3 of K12 in July but will not be approved by NCATS. Mike K. addressed this in the CCOS meeting last week. We are very concerned this new approach to K12 appointments will create unnecessary funding gaps at the end of the K12. ACTS and AAMC are aware of this and are considering advocacy pathways. How are other sites managing this shift in policy?
Discussion on how long people keep individuals on K. Most do 2-3 years on K. Consensus is that this makes it harder not easier on K Awardees. Appointment makes a difference for application cycle as well. Question as if this applies to the smaller R applications as well?




3. Oversight for inclusion of International Authors in publications citing UM1/K12/T32 grants
Ask for NIH guidance on how to monitor/manage this for reporting when the publication sites your award.


4. Oversight of timely open access for new publications citing CTSA grants (Ron Sokol)
In process is accepted only accepted if 3 months or younger. Want people to cite the grant but there are limited personnel and financial resources to manage compliance. What are the options? Can upload on your own to PubMed Central but there are some journals don’t allow it.

5. “Health crisis” function of the Hub? Has it been activated?
Briefly discussed chemical scare in OC and the CTSA’s proposed response in Irvine.

6. 6. How are Hubs dealing with the somewhat ongoing painful transition of hubs providing services to enhance all clinical research at relatively low cost, to our current goals of supporting "translational science" as a distinct function. (This came up in some discussions I had with early career researchers at last week's American College of Sports Medicine national meeting) (Dan Cooper)
Not discussed

7.  Ongoing uncertainty about whether it is worth for our hubs to encourage applications for RC2 or CCIA grants...no recent funding to the best of our knowledge.
Not discussed

